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Thinking Sociologically
How do the different types of discrimination, as 
discussed previously, help us understand world 
conflicts, such as the intense hostility between 
Palestinians and Jews in the Middle East?

DOMINANT AND  
MINORITY GROUP CONTACT:  
MACRO-LEVEL ANALYSIS
Meso-level analysis is essential to understanding the pri-
mary issues of racism in contemporary Global North 
countries, but ultimately, the tone for interracial relation-
ships is set at the macro level. The first question is how 
those in power decide to structure relationships between 
racial and ethnic groups.

Dominant-Group Policies to  
Manage Racial and Ethnic Relations
Dominant–minority relations depend on the time, place, 
and circumstances. However, dominant groups tend to 
structure or manage the dominant and minority relation-
ships with one of five policies, indicated in Figure 8.9.

Genocide is the systematic effort of one group, usu-
ally the dominant group, to destroy a minority group by 
killing them. Examples of race- and ethnicity-based geno-
cide exist throughout history. In the 13th century, 
Mongols under Temüjin Genghis Khan destroyed entire 
nations in their path. Germany’s Adolf Hitler sent Jews and 
other non-Aryan groups into concentration camps to be 
gassed in the 1930s and 1940s. In Rwanda, in the mid-
1990s, members of the Hutu tribe committed mass mur-
ders of people from the Tutsi tribe. As recently as 2015, the 
terrorist group ISIS tried to wipe out the Yazidis, a reli-
gious minority group, in Iraq. Genocide has existed at 

many points in history, and it still exists today. These 
examples illustrate the lethal consequences of racism—
one group at the meso level systematically killing off 
another, often a minority, to gain control and power.

Subjugation refers to the subordination of one group 
to another that holds power and authority. Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic are two countries sharing the island 
of Hispaniola in the Caribbean. Because many Haitians are 
poor, they are lured by promises of jobs in the sugarcane 
fields of the Dominican Republic. However, many are 
forced to work long hours for little pay and not allowed to 
leave until they have paid for housing and food, which may 
be impossible to do on their low wages.

FIGURE 8.9  Types of Dominant–Minority Group Relations

Most Hostile				    Most Accepting 

to “Others”				    of  “Others”

Genocide 	 Subjugation 	 Population Transfer 	 Assimilation 	 Pluralism 

Extermination of	 Oppression,	 Removal to new 	 Cultural blending 	 Groups share in  

minorities 	 slavery	 location 	 of groups 	 legitimacy and 	

					     power

One of the most horrific results of discriminatory racial or ethnic 
policies was the Holocaust, the murder of 11 million people, including 
6 million Jews, by the Nazi government in Germany under Adolf Hitler. 
This photo is difficult to view, but this is the consequence of bigotry 
that leads to genocide.
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